Q&A / Using Old Paint

Q

In a recent remodel, I needed to repaint a
single wall. The client still had a half-gallon
of good-quality paint in a can that had been
opened and then resealed. The paint inside was
still good, but very thick. Is there anything that can
be added to latex paint to make it flow more easily
after it’s been open and stored?

A

Scott Burt, owner of Topcoat Finishes, a high-end residential paint
company in Jericho, Vt., responds:
When paint has been left behind from a
previous paint job and properly stored, verify that it is the exact batch that was mixed
initially, so the paint color and sheen will
match the other walls as closely as possible.
“Properly stored” means that the can of
paint has been kept indoors and hasn’t been
frozen or exposed to excess moisture. It also
means that the previous painter properly
cleaned any excess paint out of the rim of
the can and then tapped the lid down securely for a tight seal.
But even under the best circumstances,
stored paint changes over time. Because the
can is no longer full, air inside the container can cause evaporation of the driers from
the leftover paint. (Driers, or drying agents,
are the chemicals in all paint formulations
that cause the paint to turn from liquid to
solid on the wall.) These driers are part of
the off-gassing that happens when paint
is applied and left to dry. When the drying
agents are compromised in the can through
evaporation, the paint becomes a bit thicker
and less fluid.
Before I open a stored can, even from my
own shop inventory, I first inspect the rim
to make sure it was cleaned for storage. A
clean rim means that there is no dried paint
or debris to fall into the paint when the lid
is removed.
The second thing I check for is rust on
the rim or the lid. Rust occurs naturally
over time because of moisture present in
waterborne/latex paint. If I do see any rust,
I immediately strain all of the paint into another vessel. Any rust particle that makes

its way to the roller tray will transfer to the
wall and bleed through the paint on the wall
endlessly.
After inspecting for paint debris and
rust, I open the can and stir the contents
thoroughly with a stir stick. I feel around
the bottom of the can with the stick, looking for any solids that may have settled. I
stir until the paint feels like it’s as liquid as
it can be. Then I slowly lift the stir stick out
of the paint and watch how it flows off the
stick back into the can. After storage, it’s
usually a bit on the slow side.
At this point, the best way to revive the
paint is by adding small amounts of water. I
stir in a few ounces at a time until the paint
flows readily off the stick. Be careful not to
add too much water. Thinning the paint
excessively can compromise the color and
the sheen. I also allow for more drying time
than usual because of the reduced concentration of drier in the paint.
If there isn’t enough paint in the can to
complete the task at hand, tightly reseal it
and take it to a paint store that sells the same
brand of paint. The store can create a new
batch and match it exactly to the old one.
I dealt with this issue recently with
a batch of paint in a custom color from
nine years ago. The particular line of paint
had changed, and the color fans had also
changed. I couldn’t even count on the color
codes being the same. If I had just called and
ordered 3 gallons of the color and didn’t get
an exact match, I would still have needed to
pay for it. If I’d used the unmatched paint,
it would have taken more coats (labor and
materials) to cover the walls. So, the time
taken to get the right match is always time
very well spent.

Energy
Savings
and Added
Value for Your
Customers
Energy efficiency isn’t a
buzz phrase; it’s a priority
for your customers. Did you
know that air infiltration is
responsible for up to 40% of
a home’s energy loss?
A typical 2,500-square-foot
home has more than a half
mile of cracks and crevices
in the wall cavity, leaving it
vulnerable to air infiltration.
Wrapped around your home
like a windbreaker over
a sweater, DuPont Tyvek
weather barriers help keep
inside air comfortable by
keeping energy-robbing
outside air where it belongs.
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See the difference for yourself.

DuPont Tyvek weather barrier enlarged.
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Its unique structure helps improve energy
efficiency by keeping the air your customers
spend a lot of money on to heat and cool, in
the house.
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